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for health or employment or education, and not because they
belonged to a particular class defined as the destitute, branded
as paupers, and relieved under a significantly named poor-law.
The poor-law must be gradually broken up. And this evolu-
tion would result in our ultimately having no poor-law instead
of a new poor-law.
The majority, on the other hand, assumed that there would
still remain a residuum whose very destitution would present
peculiar problems such as could be best approached by some
specialized machinery. The poor-law, unburdened of duties
that could be better fulfilled in more modern ways, would
thus continue to relieve those for whom neither voluntary
aid nor the proposed new state-aided provident organizations
provided an escape from destitution. The more it could
concentrate on the hard core of the problem, the more chance
it would stand of converting inadequate relief into adequate
assistance. And the more assurance the public had that every
case received individual attention, and indeed that most cases
were provided for outside the poor-law, the less reluctant
they might be to arm the public assistance authority with
powers even of compulsory detention. With the pauper, as
with the criminal, the aim of the twentieth century should
be re-education, just as that of the nineteenth had been
deterrence.
The liberal statesmen who were then in power were most
attracted by the second and third of the problems discussed
by the commissioners.
Even before these illuminating and conflicting reports were
issued, the government had taken up the task of organizing
public provision for the unfortunate outside the poor-law. It
was the young and the old that first engaged their attention.
Undernourished school children might be fed by local educa-
tion authorities, thus lessening the need for a decent family
in temporary distress to apply for poor relief, though there
was nothing in the 1906 act to prevent a family of cadgers
from neglecting to feed its own children or even from obtain-
ing relief from the education committee and from the

